
 

 The purpose of this page is to drive home the message that serious mental illness is 

neurological. Psychosis is not 'psychological' or emotional- It is the most misunderstood 
symptom of SMI.  
 
For neurological/neuropsychiatric conditions, DJP deems CBC, DBT, and CRT and other 
psychotherapeutic modalities to be inappropriate primary forms of treatment.  
 
Regarding the definition of (SMI) Serious Mental Illness: The federal government defines 
serious mental illness as a condition that affects persons aged 18 years or older. Children, 
albeit it relatively rare, can be diagnosed with psychosis-spectrum disorders such as 
Schizophrenia. Strangely, the federal government and other entities classify the same 
disorders in children under the definition SED (serious emotional disturbance - which 
includes emotional/psychological disturbances and behavioral problems) rather than 
affixing "early-onset" to the SMI designation. Unfortunately, the implications of this 
defective definition range far and wide - and the effects are deleterious. DJP opposes the 
federal definition of SMI in that it must result in functional impairment, that substantially 
interferes with or limits one or more major life activities (most of which, as defined in policy 
papers, happen to be adult-oriented). This is a ridiculous definition that is more regulatory 
in substance than clinical - which may explain in part why psychosis-spectrum disorders 
have a different classification in children.  
 

Due Justice Project endorses the Treatment Advocacy Center's definition of SMI. There 

needs to be a shift in federal and state policies to direct the most resources toward the 

people most likely to suffer the most horrific consequences of psychosis-spectrum disorders. 
Definitions are critically important in these matters. (For example, in order to define 

"mentally ill" for the GBMI statute, the state of PA took the gist of the Durham and MPC 

definitions of insanity and incorporated it into GBMI, effectively drafting legally insane 

persons (as dissonant as "legal insanity is from science) into GBMI, a contemptuous and 

calloused act that will be discussed further at a later time on the topics page. 


